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SUBJECT: TELE-HAITI 

REF: STATE 020024 

1. RAYMOND GUILLAUME, EMBASSY LEGAL ASSISTANT, AGREES WITH GOH 
CLAIM THAT "EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGES" GRANTED TO TELE-HAITI DO NOT 
CONSTITUTE PROPERTY RIGHTS AND THAT DISPUTE ON THIS SUBJECT 
DOESN'T FALL UNDER ARBITRATION CLAUSE OF CONTRACT. HIS REASONING 
IS SIMILAR TO JEANTY'S EXPLANATION. 

2. UNDER HAITIAN LAW "EXCLUSIVE RIGHT" IS ASSIMILATED TO A 
MONOPOLY. ARTICLE 67 OF AMENDED 1964 CONSTITUTION PROVIDES 
THAT STATE OR COMMUNES ARE ONLY ENTITIES ENTITLED TO EXERCISE 
MONOPOLY AND ALSO ESTABLISHES CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS MAY OPERATE A MONOPOLY. SINCE A CONSTITUTIONAL 
PROVISION IS CONSIDERED AS A "PUBLIC ORDER MATTER" GOH CAN WITHDRAW 
MONOPOLY OR EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS AT ANY TIME. GUILLAUME CONSIDERS 
COMPENSATION IS OUT OF THE QUESTION SINCE GOH HAS ONLY WITHDRAWN 
"EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS" AND TELE-HAITI IS STILL AUTHORIZED TO DO 
BUSINESS IN HAITI. 

3. OPINION OF LEGAL ASSISTANT IS THAT THE DISAGREEMENT ON 
"EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS" IS THEORETICAL QUESTION AND THUS NOT A 
"DIFFICULTY" AS TO "INTERPRETATION" OR "EXECUTION" OF ONE OF 
CLAUSES IN CONTRACT. IT WOULD NOT, THEREFORE, COME UNDER 
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4. AMBASSADOR WILL SEE FOREIGN SECRETARY BRUTUS EARLY FRIDAY 
AFTERNOON TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITIES FOR WAY OUT OF IMPASSE. 

WE WILL REPORT OUTCOME IN TIME FOR THURSDAY MEETING WITH TELE- 
HAITI'S ATTORNEY. 

ISHAM 
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